CARR’S THIRD ALPINE —
BOND MAKES FORD 1-2

Story by KEITH COOK

AKING 1977 the year of the Fords, despita just
M missing the “Southern Cross”, Greg Carr and Fred
Gocentas on Movember 27 brought home their RS1800
Escort 21 points shead of team mates Colin Bond/John
Dawson-Damer {R52000) to win the testing and
spectacular “Repco-Alpine™ Rally in North-East Victoria.

Walched by Relly Director, Frank Kilfoyle (left) and the winner, Greg
Carr (right) RCN's roving (raving?) Editor — who certainly picked the

This year’s Alpine — reputed to be
the third oldest motoring event in the
world, with 2 history dating back to
1920 when cars did the big loop from
Melbowrne o Omeo over the Alps
and back dowm o Melbourne — was
on ain organised by the Light
Car Club of Awstralia, with Frank
Kilfiryle 21 the helm as Director.

With such a large entry (127 ap-
plied 10 !tm:énmblcm SO0M A0SE 3%
to who would and who would not
start. This singation s =ill cousing
comé consterntion, and 2 system that
satisfies both entrants and organisers
i yet to appear. However, feld
'Aaf;?ﬂgually \l'i.u:klndl:gnn to the
official cighty entries, CVETYORS
looked forward to a weekend in the
Matitains. -

JOHN WILKINSON

Thaoks to strong support from
Repoo — which extended beyood jus
banding over some money — pub-
licity fior the event that of
any yet held in Victoria, even
stretching o a two page game for the
children in the Sunday papers.

Showing a flair for the wiusal, the
Alpine started from the driveway of
Government House. (Thank you, Sir
Heary Winneke), Cars transporied
along Swanston Street, Nicholson
Street and then via the Hume High-
way to arrive at the Benalla
Shoragrounds by 7 pm. With daylight
saving in force, the many tators
who followed the vent had their firsy
chance of a closc-up look at the field
— including the Eurcka PL30, and
what atﬂ:l'milpu'lbﬂ' this was Lo prove
over the whole weekend,

Following the meal break the field
headed for the Reef Hills forest, just
3 km out of Benalla, and the start of
the hard stofl. The firg competitive,
on fast, hard rosds, sew Carr take ad-
vantage of his nomber one on the
road. Racing clear of the dust he

ﬂ:‘khﬂ up st over a minute to st @
pace carly,

Within two sections the retire-
meénts began. Probably the most spec-
tacular was that of Grabam
Trounce/L Mmifie. After their
Drztsun left road on the edge of 2
&0-foot drop, some time was taken on
deciding who was going to be the first

o get oul, However, 23 Graham out-
weighs Lloyd by quitz an amount, he
won the toss, holding the rear
bumper while Lioyd climbed out. As
an indication of how high the rear
bumper was off the ground, Lloyd re-
ceived 2 severe burn on the insde of
the elbow from the exhawst while
reaching up to bold the car!

The route now continusd oo down
to the very fast sctions in the War-
reabayne Pine Plaarztica before
heading across to Whitfisld and
more competitive sections through
Herrlang Pine Forest, reaching
Myrtleford just afier midnight

Final section for the might just
south of Bright mcluded a descemt
through 2 cleared pine foresy, It
proved w be a spectators delight,

Local hero, John Sproule, throws his EH through a tern in dashing style.
Unfortunately, the superbly prepared and driven car failed to finish:

with sometimes four cars comang
dowm the mountzins 21 the same (ime
bemg visible for at leas ten minotes

Following this section a short
transport to Bright Showgroond
allowed crews a chance to shake off
the dust, a harard that was proving a
real hassle.

PROGRESS PLACINGS — "
DIV, ONE

Coer'Gocpmtns [Escort). .. ... 1%
Boad Dawson Damer (Escort). 1684

Watson'G {Datswn).... 3
Sll'-nmhmh [Lamced ... T5
Jensn Pesrson Lancer) ... . 28
WatechousePaterson [Darsun) . 28

Retirements at the end of Division
One included the HDT Gemini of
Wayne Bell/George Shepheard,

right T-shirt to wear! — interviews runner-up, Colin Bond. PAUL HDGIE

whose retiremen: was forced by a
large rock that damaged the rear
e-n-i, resulting in the diff being push-
ed out of line. Aaother fancied
retirement was the Gerry Bell Tua.
ing Dasun of GawdronwPigram ap-
parently with a smashed windscreen
after an excursion,

Evenivally all crews, service crews
and speciators settled dowm for the
night, or rather the morning, with the
start of Divigion Two due st 1230
pm Saturday

Saturday morning dawned with a
toaal fire ban on the whole State, and
the promise of a very testing, hot day
for h cars and ¢rews, nol 1o men-
tion officials.

The action started with two laps of
the Bright 's;ii-:lﬂsgmund and saw Bob
Bird wind up the Dandenong
Chrysler Lancer to take home $150
with 2 fastest time of 2 min 14 sec,
followed by Bob Buck's Ficort
R52000 oaly one and a balf seconds
behind

Bob Bird also prured on the power
0 Lake out the fl_'\_.'ir,g I!.'.p with i time
of 14099, hard pressed by, would vou
believe, John Sproule’s Holden EH,
puiting on a spectacular display of
cofnermg under fuil power.

Contestants then moved out of
Bright, heading fise the Plantations
for a serics of very tight sections
Spectators had a wonderful view 25
cars travelled through the Buckiand
Valley Road area, with cars being
visibfe for 15 minutes travelling
downhill.

The heat of the day was beginning
to take its toll, The Roger Bonhom-

me/lan Herard Datsun reticed with a
blown engine, the Bob
Waterbouse/Paul Paterson Datsun
retired with water pump problems
along with Murray Coote/Brian
Marsden (Datsun) a Queeasland en-
try syccumbing to the Victorian
weather when their Datsan overhe-
ated.

Another crew in wouble here was
David Jones/Tan Pearson {Lancer)
managing to roll, breakiag the
windscreen along with a few other
things. Two other cars with problems
were the Rallye Rubber Lancer of
Peter Cockran/Tan Ellis who after
correcting a fuel blockage problem
during Division One, blew Lﬁc ZEar-
box on this section.

After these compefitive sections
cars transported o Wangaratta Apex
Park, where Max Stahl greeted com-
petitors from the comfort of the Ford
supplied Escort Control Vehicle
(good job Max), kecping SPECIAAeTS
informed and entertained with a por-
table PA wnit.

Scores at the end of Division Two
saw (ireg CarriFred Gocentas 14
mineics clear of Bond!Dawson-
Damer, who in turn held a 2%
mimute lead on Bob Watson/Wayne
Gregon. with Shinozuka/Connelly
still just one and a half behind and
dogging Watson's Lail.

Disappointment for the day was
the Eureka_ dropping huge numbers
of points in an attempt to keep with
the field, admittedly having
problems of its own with the motor
overheating and dust proving a big
headache on that buge windscreen,

All eyes were on the beautilul Eureka, which acquitted ilsell quite well,

Bob Bird looks spectacular here, but he was as smooth as silk during
his winning run on the dirt circuit. PALL HDGIE

ey

despite some engine cil problems. [DHN WILKINSON

PROGRESS PLACINGS —
Carr'Gocentas (Escom) 12 (Teosd 23 1)
Bond' Dawson-Demer [Excart) 16

{Total 374}

Wetson Gregeon (Datsun} 1587 (Towl
]

Shinoquka Connelly {Lancer) 162 [Total
41%3)

PonmanRuanalls (Datsun) 190 Towsd
=3

Hankinson Mouls (Datsun 217 [Totl
51)

Division Three starved with Care
still first on the road, although sec-
ond oa the road now was Watson,
having Bond near the end of
Division Two when Boad's Escort

penciured,

n ;Cfua-f ﬁ-«'rnl.o-'{f
,r'lur.:l»r'f



Having stopped 2nd despite a re-
cord wheel cheage worthy of the
Bathurst pits, Bond bad trouble re.
starfing the bot Escort engice and cap
, Watson was past, leaving his dust
for the unfortunate Escort crew.

Leaving Wangzratta the route was
1o take the cars over the sh fast
roads in the Chiltern arca before a
refuel in Albury, and then on to the
Stanley Pine Plzstations.

Shinoruka Connelly struck trouble
here with a hroken drive shaft on the
Lancer, a shaft that according to
Connelly had completed 21 least
26,000 rally kilometres, with the
Alpine bring the siraw to.break the
camel's back.

Bob Walson really started 1o fire
from here on having passed Greg

RS8O0 . o

-1 Foed Motor Co- Greg CamFred

"3 Brad Boyden Datsun Tiis PowsrMick Braser Mtsan PS 105 1
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being covered at the time, booked the
offending driver,

However, back to the action. And
drama steuck with 2 vengeance in the
closing stzges. Carr's Escort was
sidelined with it's broken oil-line
and, a3 Colim Bond o assist,
% Watson's Datsun roared into the
L "

Carr's service crow wad quickly on
the scene a5 well, but he last around
21 minutes before the line was re-
paired, siva Watson!/Gregion a
narrow lezd of some 2 minutes, with

Bond, who lost 171 minutes, ancther
12 minutes behind his team-mate,
Once wnder way, Carr set 2 hot
pace. scoring fastest vme oo all of the
remaining five stages and closing fagt
on Watson, The Victorizn ace,

Carr during a service break, m‘ru:
him first on the road . without the dis-
advantage of dust. Carr’s Escort had
dislodged an o0il lire and his crew
took tome time w replace it

Headirrg now for the Ovens Planta-
tion apd finzlly a climb over Mount
Porepunkah. cars passed a2 huge
crowd 2t Manzioas Road just east of
Beechworth, Conatrol officials here
were kept busy by 2 couple of young
bucks who appeared to ﬂ:u-c a2 skin-
ful. but without too much trouble
members of the Torana Car (lub ex-
plained to them the error of ther
wayd, and things seutled down'

At the end of Division Three, back
in Bright, Walson was now running
2cond on points, splitting the Escort
Team cars, and leading on the road

PROGRESS PLACINGS —

Canm'Gocentas {Escort). ..., L 2T
{Total S&:)
Watson'Gregsen (Oetsun). ... . 9%
(Tetal 65}

Bond Dawson-Da mar
(Ewcort) ..o - 35 [Total X
Portma n'Runnsils {Detsun)_ ... 55",
(Tewal 9375

Cars left Bright 2t 9.30 Suaday
morning for the final Division of
what wes proving to be a fascinating
event for both ciews and an esti-
maied three thousand spectators
Repoo stickers everywhers). The
Irst COMmpotilive section. oace more
jest off the Owvens Highway, saw a
large crowd watching some really ex-
citing driviag under conditions ¥e-l
for the average non-rally.going 5,
2i0r,

Leaviag the Porepunkah area cars
row headed for the Merriang com.
plex just sowh of Myrtleford. This
section of the highway saw two cars
with problems — firsily Greg Carr
repairing & Broken oil line in a local
farmer’s driveway. The farmer
thought this was ternific, and hes
mfrba'hl'_-' still telling the story @t the

pub,

The other car ir troutble was tha of
a cefiam “Racing Car News™ re-
porter (Akem) who, while travelling
&t the exact speed limit, manzged o
aftract an officer of the law, from
Wedonga no less. After checking this
reporter’s car for ap least ten minutes,
he could onky decide the lights were
too oumerouws and, despite their

e
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Greg Car/Fred Gocenlas and
belore them lo score a brilliant

e
i

their mighty Escort RS1800 carried ail
win. Despite the greal year he's had.
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Greg has decided to defer his wisil to England for another year. PALI

HOGIE

however, was doomed o disappoint-
ment, when only tan sections from
home the Datsun refused to climb a
bill. The facings had been stripped
from the ciutcg_l’g]alg 2nd the pair's
great run had ed.

Chris Power/Mich Brasier took the
lead on the road, their Datsun show-
ing the way through the lzss com.
petitive through the forest at
Porepenkah Power had been putting
In some great times in this lag divi-
sion, zad his wiimate third place
behind Carr 2nd Bond was well de-

served.

Al the Bright Sporsground at 3 pm
a2 large crowd was oa hand to
welcome the place-getters, the pre-
scotationi of champagne being car-
ried owt by the Beight Shire Presi-
demt, Mrs Ruth Hamilon, and Rep-
oy Divisional Maenager, Frank
Kenna Once again, the Alpine Rally
kad shown that 2 well organised an
well publicised event can have grear
appeal 1o the public, 2ad when it's
well conducted also, the ememain-
ment value is high,

ECDOTES

by MAX STAHL

ties

& Still troubled by his ankle in-
jured in Turkey during the Lon-
don-Sydney, Gil Davis almost
withdrew seversl imee, only to
find that his position had im-

sinth place

played hawoc with much of the
field, overheated engines ac-
counting for many more retire-
ments than the uswal mechanical
breakdowns of off-road escuer-
sions

The Alpine was strongly pub-
licised by its new sponsor,
Repeo Limited, who even coin-
cided a wisit to PER by
Australia’s motering press,
then tham to the
stan shoard 20 of the mily cars
which paraded through City
streats complats with Police
escort

Thenks to the big “dry” the State
had been suffermg, dust was a
huge problem, 2nd several run-

rers left the road in the first Divi-

S0 while driving “bEnd™. A Few,

of course were TOVER-driving

blind™!

# The Purvis Eureka excited
great interest at the star and at
all the spectater stages. De-
spite itz fragile eppearance and
a little oil trouble from its Lotus
twin-cam angine, the cir came
through with flying colours —
body and chassis unaffected.
créw unchoked — lnte 33rd
place

% When Bob Watson blew his

“hitch and stopped only two sec-

tions from home, Chris Power

with 50 surpreted when be realis-
ed he was in front that he spun
the Datsun on the very naxt corner

and Searty threw it 3l away!

& It was a galz start in Government
House drive, despite the heat-
wave conditions, and the Gover-
not, S Henry Winneke, took a
keen interest in his starting du-

proved. He presssd on despite
tha pain, and finished in a fina

The whuiually hot conditions

® | was indebted throughout the
rally to the event's “resident
historian”, Max Trist, who kept
ma well supplied with data for
the spectaters. For instanca,
few peopls probably reslized
that thera hadn't besn 8 wat
Alpine since 19681 A light
shower foll on Sunday morn-
ing. but it wasn't enough to
wither satths the dust or break
the Alping's “dry” average

&  One driver pleased to finish was
Dowy Chapple, who'd rolisd and
destroyed his Datsun only threg
weeks earier, then zpent EVERy
reght since building up & rew one.
He and Bryca Ford were tired and
iritsble throughout, but they
Fnished — and = 15th nlxca

In winning his third consacu.
tive Alpine, Grag Carr joined an
illustrious due whao'd pre-
viously achiaved that fear —
Frank Killoyla {who has ae-
tually won siz times) and Tony
Roberts.

Bob Riley worked herd in the big
Wolvo to achieve & satisfying
VTith place — which actualiy
otrdld have been fourth or fifth
had they mot lost half an hour
early in the first Division with a
split brake hose Bob fousd the
car's excellant handlmg and brak-
ing a disadvantage, 100: the first
few times he tried & handbrake
tutn the car simply stopped — it
just wouldn't furch sideways ke
most carg do!

Australis is fast becoming a
second home for popular
Japanese driver, Kenjiro
Shinozuka. Though a broken
drivashaft sidelined the Lancer
in Div. 3. he end Gary Connally
wera lying fourth at the time,
Now the pair plan 1o do all the
1878 ARC rounds.

Greg Carr burned wp tha tracks i
his bid to catch Bob Watson in
Div. 4. Exclyding the 22 minutes
he lost with the broken oil hre
his penalties on the Division
tolalied 14" mifedes — com-
parad W0-22Y: for Power, 237/
tor Bond and 2577 for Dawis.

@ Genaral Manager of the
"“Southern Cress”, Tom
Snooks, made his first com-
patitive appearance for 21/;
yoars whan he navigated Bruce
Chessman’s Lancer. His big-
gest trouble was staying
awake. but they still finished
121h
Bega's Max Aobers was unluciy
ngk to pull off 5 lorg shot. Driving
the Corting he bought two years
ago for 525, and on which he
since spenl 31400, Max and nav
Tony Cerroll were headed for
12th gutright and the Group £
gward when the gearbox shat-
tered on the very last stage
The crew with the biggest kocal
fallowing WEE John
SproulaPeter Lambia in thair
EH Holden. This superbly pre-
pared unit — 202 XU1 motor,
Webers, full compstition
suspension, discs, e — stag
ered observers with ita per-
armance on the Bright dirt cir-
cuit stage being sivth fastest
and less than a second behind
Col Bond. Sadly, aftar being in
sbout 13th place after Div. 3.
the Holden broke its diff on
Sunday moming and failed to
finlsh
@ Bob Buck was having 3 great time
in bt rew Escort RS 2000 — he
was "o Qucker than Bond on the
dert circuit — and was well up
goang mtn Div. 4, wehen dirt in the
fuel pump caused zn untracestile
miss.
The sstting at the finish in the
Bright Sportsground was
suparb, particularly for the
night barbecue. From our sest
under the wees on the greass-
ad terrace, the view scross the
oval to the pine trees reflacting
tha glow of the flgodlights pro-
vided just the right contrast 1o
the hectic pace of the previous
fow days. Even then there wera
somg who could not relax, so
they bumed oM their surplus
enafgy in 3 crickst match —
using a fence paling and a
crumpled baer car! Jean Jones
was the star hare, throwing the
“bat” further than anyone else
hit the “ball™
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