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Fill Hath No Fury. .

ITH ONLY TWO stages to go the battle was down to just
two men, and the gap between them was two seconds.

but he

ina o threw It away

the very first comer he made a
costly emor and dislocated his
Dazda's front suspension, hav-
ing to limp through the stage
with the front wheels splayed
and the time slipping by,

Hill was convinced that Bell
had won when he finished the
last stage, but when he heard of

: Nis rival's problem it sent the two

: ;nlvlgatm into a huddle to de-
1ttmm;.esult. When Phil

- NAr, Tor Mill, and Paul Patter-
: M \__for Bell, had finished their

Into that second-last sta

lan Hill held the advantage,
n he drowned his Escort RS

sums the outcome was a nine-
second win to Hill and this was
soon confirmed by the officials,

Back at the Bright Sports-
ground with the top-10 runoff in
progress, it seemed that the final
dramas of the ‘83 Alpine had
been played out. But then Ross
Dunkerton arrived and sent the
organisers scurrying back to
their results computers with his
claim of a Group A win and his
fifth national rally championship.

He was eventually proved
right, and his Commodore V8
survived a protest, lo make
Dunkerton and Peter Johnston's
co-driver, Geoff Jones, the Au-
stralian champlons for 1983. In

all the excitement it was easy to

overiook the other highlights ofa
fitting end to the champlonship
year,

David Officer and Kate Hob-
son's fourth third place of the
series; Greg Carr's stunning
performance for the first three
divisions; the storming drives by

By Paul Gover

Clive Slater and Pater Glover;
and the superbly professionat
effort by George Fury and Monty
Suffern. _
The entry for the Alpine was
the best of the 1983 national title
serigs, lacking only a big-name
intemational and Coiin Bond.
Geoff Portman and Ross Run-
nalls headed the capacity 90-car
tield in thelr Nissan Bluebird,
foliowed by Dunkerton and
David “Kortlang In .an eX-
Marlboro  Preciston  Driving

Team Commodore purchased
by Kortiang to try and win the
title, Mugh Bell in his rotary
engined Datsun, lan Hil,
Qeorge Fury back for a guest
appearance In Jamie Drum-
mond's superd 120Y, Chris
Brown In his own 180BSSS,
Clive Slater in the Japaness
Connection Celica and Greg
Carr in the Pacific Property Fi-
nance Fiat 131, lcoking retire-

faca.
Amongmaoﬂwuexpacﬁodb
do well were SA champion Barry
Lowe, ACT litleholder Jon
Waterhouse in his Refiance
Mmﬂvomd&maﬁc-
ot in his Galant, Peter Glover in
thea BFGoodrich Escort  and
Victorian star David Adams. in
his Stanza. ey
BmmeAlpimhasahm‘ of
throwing up new names, and
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was to be no exception. The
weather was different, however,
for there had been snow in the
Bright region in the week betore
the rally and the weather for the
first day was unusually mild and
dust-frse.
But things did warm up in
more ways than one on Sunday.
The rally began with the tradi-
tional blast around Bright speed-
way and it was Hugh Bell and
Murray Coote, in the radical
1200 coupe, Carr and Barry
Lowe in the Dazda who set the
pace. But once Carr hit the
forest he began to clear away at
a rapid rate, with David Officer
best of the rest in pursuit and
upsetting more fancied names
like Hugh Bell and lan Hill.
Portman was to get only four
stages before his rally was run.
The front suspension in the
Bluebird had been screwed
down after the Dunlop-2GO but
it was too low for one big rock,
which destroyed the front sus-
pension and fractured the oil
pickup in the sump from the
impact. Scratch the champ.
Among the others to take a
very early shower were Graeme
Wise, who crashed his Datsun
1600; Ren Cremen, who blew a
head gasket in his Corolla; and
Peter Thompson, who talled his

Hugh Bell (above) and Dinta
.Officer (below) challenged lan
Hill for the lead throughout the
Alpine, until Bell slowed with
overheating and diff problems,
and Officer experienced trou-
bie with his limited slip diff unit,
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Stanza. With Carr clearing away
in front, and Officer doing ever-
thing to stay in touch, the big
interest was in the three-way
pattle between Bell, Hill and
Fury. The trio were swapping
times in a scrap which was to
last throughout the event.

By the mealbreak, at Beech-
worth, Carr led by nearly 90

o

seconds from Officer, Bell, Hill
and Fury and reported that the

Fiat was ‘“perfect”.

John Berne had not been as
lucky, hitting a stump in his BDA
Escort, and he was also suffer-
ing from a loose alternator prob-

lem which was to dog him

throughout the event. -
Hugh Bell had to change a
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bent trailing arm after a minor
excorsion, and was prevented

- from getting on the boil later in

the day by a broken driveshait
Nevertheless, he was pressmd
on, intent on préserving his re-
cord of having led every ARC
event he has entered. He was
::e;n llhe wly Australian to lead
alcolm Wilson i
ke in the Dunlop-

Fury's only problem was that
he was enjoying himself too
much to keep his concentration
up, while Dunkerton was losing
the Group A battle with Peter
Johnston and also had oil surge
trouble with the Va.

The early sensation was lan
and Ross Greenwood from Can-
berra, who were well into the top
10 in their Mk1 Escort. They
were to make a big impression,
and hold onto sixth or seventh,
until putting their car off the road
late in the final division on the
same stage which claimed Mur-
ray Coacte.

Clive Slater had lost a ot of
time with fan belt troubies in the
Celica but the determined Sand-
groper simply took the bit be-
tween his teeth and charged
away to make up time.

In the afternoon, as the rally
moved north towards Aloury and

rna

the tarmac stages at Bandianna
and Hume Weir, Carr and
Gocentas continued 0 mave
away in front.

By the end of the daylight i
was Hill who had got going i¢
move his Escort into second,
ahead of Officer, Bell and Fury.

Rod Jones, from Bathurst,
was up to 10th in the car he had
converted from his wife's shop-
ping machine two weeks befoie
the event, while Chris Wail was
doing well to be ninth in his
similar 1600.

Still the retirements came
thick and fast, and among tnose
who failed to reach the civis on
preak at Manns of Wodonge
were Brian Smith, who crashed
the same Galant ha had taken to
atop 10 place the previous yearn
lan Swan, who biew the angine
in the Datsun he shared with
Derek Rawson; and Hannu Rop-
pola, who broke his Datsuns
differential.

There was only on¢ night
slage after a transport afl u:;_'
way back to Bright, anc it wdb
Hugh Bell who took the honaurs
to move into second behind Carr
and the end of the first day. Hil
was still third ahead of Ottcer.
followed by Fury, Coote. Lowe,
Greenwoad, Jones and wall.

On Sunday the organisers
warned the remaining crews nat

the hard work was about 19
weBine
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As the rally wound down, with
Fury out of the battle, it was all
down to Hill and Bell after the

" final service. The Dazda had
overheating and differential trou-
bles but still both prepared for
the final onslaught in those two
fateful stages. As crews began
to trickle into the finish,” the
stories began to unfold.

With the winners decided, and
Dunkerton's claim confirmed,
the spotlight moved to lesser
lights.

' Slater, Berne, Wall and
Ashton had all done well to take

" o top 10 places, while Rod Jones

R en o L r e was cock-a-hoop with - his
\rming up it was 8 prediction ling in the 120Y: The' rear roll _ Oqchl This is what was:left of S_eventh after so little prepara-

which was to soon come true.  bar, damaged the previous day, - Mike " Bell's Lancer after = tion.

4
&

Hil, Fury and Bema were quick- ~ was eventually repaired and  Wayne Stapyiton lost an argu-- But there were also those who

. od'of the front-runners on the with soft tyres fited Fury was ment with. the vegetation. - did not make it through the final
sscond run at the Sportsground. making -the big attck when the s 2% g , division, including Adrian Taylor,

* put then Carr look over again in 120Y's engine failed. Monty Suf- who broke an engine mount in
the forests towards Ovens. forn's calculations later showed  ing hardest, with new soft-  his Civic; Bob Watson, who had

But it was not to last, and the  they had been in the lead atthe - compound ‘tyres on the Com- gearbox failure in the R5 Turbo;
Fat “fimebomb” went off in the  time, a sad end to a good effort- - modare, and he was ripping time ~ John Dean, who blew the engine
differential after only  three galantly financed by Jamie ~frdm’ Johnston *and the other  in his Galant; and NSW ciubman
stages and Carr was out. This  Drummond. “= - .7 -Group. A-contender, Russell ~ champion Wayne Stapylton,
jat a fascinating battie between While the battle at the front. ~” Worthington in“a Mazda 626.  who destroyed Mike Bell's Lan-
Bel. Hill and Fury which Officer  continued, Slater had clawed his ~ Johnston and Jones were notto ~ cer in a horrendous muitiple

- couldnot join because of afaulty ~ way up into the top half-dozen . . know,of.Dunkerton's'speed until rollover. In all, 42 crews failed to
fmited-slip unit in the differen-  and Peter Glover was making a-.", it_was far too late; ~ -~ finish. ,

§ - R -~ 'mighty effort in his much-abused - - “\aterhouse and Lowe were Still, for lan Hill and Phil Bon-

)t was Bell who held the  Escort, while Steve Ashton was ‘- - also-going ‘well, although both  ser it was a sweet victory. It

s 2 in spite of some very ~ again making a good Alpine were to strike problems late in proved their Dunlop-2GO win

quick times from Hill, while Fury ~ effort in his Datrally 1600 Butit - the event. The ACT champ lost ~ had been no fluke, and made
was hampered by strange hand- . - was Dunkerton who was work- .a top 10 spot when his Mazda them the only crew to win two
o — e - o stopped in the same water events in the 1983 cham-

“which delayed Hill, while the SA pionship series. For Hugh Bell

| “titteholder overturned his Dazda  there were only thoughts of what
and was lucky to recover to 10th might have been. “it is a shock,
after earlier overheating prob- - but it was my own fault”, he said

“lems. i ’ , of his second place. n

' ) RESULTS .« -
“+.1, lan HillPhil Bonser (ESCOM RS) c..ccovusmimninvaner
2. Hugh Bell/Paul Patterson {Datsun-Rotary) .
v 3. David Officer/Kate Hobson (Galant) ........ tie
- 4, Cllye Blaler/Steve Owers (Celica)........
5, John Berne/Bruca Fullerters (Escott RS)..
6. Chris Wall/Jim Maude (Dalsun §1Q) ........
7. Rod Jones/Mark Blume (Datsun §10) ..
- 8. Peter Glover/DAvid Burns (Escott) ..........
|- 9. Steve Ashton/Bernard Peaslay (Datsun 510) .
| 10, Barry Lowe/Ted Dobrzynski (Datsun-Rotary) ...

SR ML L FINAL POINTSCORE
- Drivers ; ¢+ * Navigators

0SS DUNKBMON. ......c.avrvere 58Y% _ GOOH JONBS ..covrerisis vt .55, |-
oo 55 " Kate HobsoM...... - 54%

“"Clive Slater-..

Murray Coota.

. Gteg Carr.......
Peter Lockhar




